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Self- Identity and Black American Community in Toni
Morrison's Beloved

Edging into life from the back door..Becoming.Everbody in the world was in a position to give them orderes.White
women said, "Do this". White children said. "Give me that". White men said, "Come here."Black men said, "Lay
down". (Toni Morrison)
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Abstract------
Independent and integrated identity is coveted by every human being. Each one longs to be called an intelli-

gent, aware, talented, responsive and creative individual. Black men and women are no exception .The two needs
of home and wholeness; for which they yearn; are not available to them on this earth. And they lose in the game
of searching identity. But it is well said that EVERY CLOUD HAS A SILVER LINING. The present article pinpoints
self-esteem and desires of the  identify as the core of her protagonists. Sethe,protagonist  of the novel Beloved
prefers to kill her daughter rather than to re-slave her .Sethe finds that the prevailing definitions of women,mother
and wife are challenged by her racist masters…but it is SHE WHO EXERTS HER IDENTY BY PAVING THE
TORTOUS PATH..AND REFUTES ALL OBSTACLES WHICH she was sure that being black and women she can
never get love and status.

Introduction
Literature is an account of the feelings of people. These feelings are an outcome of social , political, economic

and personal commitments. In this way history of Afro- American relations enforce black people to fight against
victimisation. Contemporary literature manifests the feelings, pains and sufferings and stinging stories of victimisation
of black community against injustice towards them. Toni Morrison, as a black feminist, led  a crusade against the
atrocities against black women…who were triply oppressed. Their soul and psyche were completely crushed
under the predominant patriarchies. Besides, the pangs of racism and sexism had badly jeopardized their identity.But
life is not constant. Life is ever-moving. The staunch supporter of women's welfare, Morrison, contributed consis-
tently. With her perseverance and patience she overturned the traditionally rooted wrong values against black
women. Through her novel she portrayed the empowered protagonists who marched ahead for their individuality,
identity and self empowerment.

Toni Morrison is the best among the black women writers. That is why, we find that Morrison has always tried
to capture the feelings, the gestures, the values and the memories that mould the African American culture. She
wants blacks to stand straight and speak fearlessly. Leading feminist writers like Margaret Walker, Rosa Guy,
Sarah Wright, Alice Walker, Gloria Naylor, Gayl Jones and Toni Cade Barbara , Toni Morrison tried to discover the
hidden truth in themselves and struggled to establish the worth of "self "in the white dominated society.

Toni Morrison in her prize winning novel titled Beloved depicted  personal growth and development of the
protagonist Sethe.  Despite the oddities of of racism and sexism, Sethe began a normal life at her Sweet Home.There
she is a slave worker  and her master is very kind and considerate. Contrary to her, mother was repeatedly raped
and tortured and ultimately hanged. It had casted a terrible and negative impact on her and she became extremely
possessive for her children culminating in the murder of her own daughter whom she tried to save from the terrible
experiences of being a 'chattel' a slave. She was so terrified with the idea of re- enslavement that she didn't
hesitate to kill her own child. A critic of the works of Morrison talks "How much a woman could love in a sacrificial
way of how a woman could place the value of her life in a something other than herself"( Naylor 584)

Fragmentation of Sethe's personality begins with the coming of school teacher and his nephews as masters.
"They make a choke Cherry tree on her back by a cow hidewhip(Beloved 21) steal her milk meant for her baby
daughters(Beloved 20). Unlike Celie of Colour Purple by Alice Walker Sethe  didn't get dwarf or maim by black as
wife or  mother but her situation got worse by racist masters.The school teacher asks his nephews to " put her
human characteristics on the left or animal ones on the right". (237)

Generally it is said that 'self help is the best help' and in this context it must be said that Morrison has pointed
out the potentiality of each black female who knew how to gain their identity. Sethe is not an ordinary woman.
When she knew that her husband is only symbolic male for her, she leaves Halle behind and considered him to be
dead because he has failed to protect her milk and as a husband who fails to protect his wife is no husband .
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Morrison has unhesistantly empowered her black protagonist who rejected traditional husband and con-
sciously questioned the ideological code of married  life. The writer examines the sensibilities of her protagonist
against rigid interpretation of marital codes. So, the writer aptly enumerates the ways in which  the oppressed
black females react to troublesome situation which caused their fragmentation. Sethe's ordeal did not get over.
After escaping from her husband, she was feeling bewildered and loitered homelessly for 28 days and gradually
began to mend. Thereafter she faced another set back when she killed her child to protect her from the slave
master. She was jailed.On her release, instead of feeling broken she emerged as a determined woman who felt no
guilt for her act. She ,believed " I took and put my babies where they would be safe.( 201)  On her return from the
jail she took a job.

During slavery the resistance of black woman against operation was in various ways. While pretending to be
genial, many use strategies like poisoning masters, breaking tools and feigning illness an ignorance to avoid work.
Some advocated hiding trueselves for their own advantages. Morrison with the fictional situation insisted the role
of community sisters which is pertinent in the development of a character. Sethe, who abandoned husband was a
tactful lady.She knew that pride hampers relationships. When she was haunted by her ghost-,daughter,it was her
second daughter Denver who manipulated to liberate her mother with the help of her community .All the women of
community commented "she was trying to do it all alone with her nose in the air"(312). It is with Denver's effort that
Sethe is brought back to the fold; she regains her stability.Morrison develops an understanding that a woman can
become a best friend which helps Sethe to affirm 'self'.

Her mother-in -law known as Baby Suggs,is compared to Eva and Pilot.She wants people of her community
to spend life with dignity.To  create the self- confidence she provides her people by saying.

Love you hands,love raise them up and kiss them.Touch others with them.....you got to love it, you. (Beloved
88) She repeatedly advised Sethe to "lay 'em (terrible memories of the past) down; Sethe, sword and shield"
(Beloved105)

Morrison's view is that a woman should be connected with the community while battling with the problems of
life it leads to move through a process of intensive introspection after facing outer chaos . Internal turmoil makes
her crying till certain time, but ultimately it pur- gates and chastises her soul which leads to visualise an essential
ingredient of the self. Like other black writers Morrison presents that protagonist rises from nothingness to the
position of self empowerment.Sethe is different from others as she has liberated herself from  many fold troubles.Sethe
regains her peace and felt stable after her team support.Toni Morrison's fictions can be explored for feminist
approaches though she never has been a flag holder in any feminist movement nor has she ever advocated any
feminist attitude or ideologies. But Morrison strongly propagates the need to reveal against the oppression while
doing so she wanted to be careful that is why her family approach evolves through different characters and
diversified themes as it is quoted by (Denard),the lead critic.

 "black women are much more suited to aggressiveness in the more that feminist are recommend-
ing, because they have always been mother and l,abour mother and worker.

Conclusion
 It is said that "united we stand divided we fall". The established author is a humanist too besides being an

author.She believed that male and female are compliment to each other.They cherish joys and sorrows together
and standby together .So, Se the is made aware that as an outsider, with a destiny in isolation,she cannot
succed.The protaganist's life is fully  aware that unity and community has strength. Along with the painful colora-
tion of black women Morrison will fully visit them to know their real self to establish their self and to exert their self.
This positive attitude may only fruitfully accomplish their struggle for self realisation. Sethe affirms herself by
saving the life of a child likewise other black woman she understood her own strength and weakness and they
spread the message of love and respect towards all for their quest of identity. Toni Morrison softly speaks that
aimless rebellion or infanticide or suicide is not a solution to any problem.She forcefully conveys that it is neces-
sary to face the pain, to give abrave fight against it and move past it.
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